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'Courier charged in Soviet

‘Spying case

By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A courier with a stenographic re-
porting firm that transcribes top-
secret and secret sessions of the
House of Representatives was
charged yesterday with turning over
portions of a top-secret document to
the Soviet Union during meetings
with Soviet officials.

Randy Miles Jeffries, 26, was or-
dered held without bond by U.S.
Magigtrate Jean Dwyer yesterday,
pending a preliminary hearing set
for U.S. District Court today .

In Baltimore, accused Soviet spy
Ronald Pelton, a former National Se-
curity Agency communications ex-
pert, pleaded not guilty to six counts
o.t:;:pionage covering a five-year pe-
riod.

Mr. Pelton was one of two former
intelligence community officials un-
covered by Soviet intelligence offi-
cer Vitaly Yurchenko who defected
to the United States and later re-
turned.

Following his departure from the
NSA in 1979, Mr. Pelton allegedly
traveled to Vienna, Austria, to meet
with a Soviet official who paid him
$20,000 in 1980 for NSA communica-
tions secrets, a court indictment
charged. :

Prosecutors in the case charged
that Mr. Pelton had access to some of
the NSA's most secret intelligence
information.

If convicted, Mr. Pelton faces a
maximum term of life in prison. His
trial is scheduled to begin March 24.

Mr. Jeffries was arrested last Fri-

day night after he told an FBI under-
cover agent posing as a Soviet spy he
planned to deliver three documents
in exchange for $5,000 after meeting
twice with officials of the Soviet em-
bassy’s military and naval office in
northwest Washington, according to
the FBI.

A criminal complaint filed in the
case yesterday stated that a co-
worker of Mr. Jeffries’ at the Acme
Reporting Co. told FBI agents he had
asked Mr. Jeffries to tear up doc-

uments labeled “secret” and “top se-
cret” on Dec. 14 and that Mr. Jeffries
had stolen about 200 of the doc-
uments which he hid in the base-
ment of 1220 L St. NW.

The complaint said the doc-

uments Mr. Jeffries was asked to
tear up related to “naval” and “stra-
tegic” matters.

The unidentified witness told the
FBI Mr. Jeffries said “he knew
where he could get good money for
the documents and that he needed to
find a Russian to sell the documents
to,” the complaint stated.

A search of the Acme premises
last Saturday uncovered “numerous
documents which had been ripped in
four pieces” in a plastic trash can,
the complaint said. The majority of
the documents were classified “se-
cret” and “top secret” and “related
to the national defense,” it added.

At the hearing yesterday, Mr. Jef-
fries’ attorney, G. Allen Dale, asked
the magistrate to dismiss the com-
plaint because he said Mr. Jeffries
did not deliver, or attempt to deliver,
documents that would injure U.S. na-
tional security.

Mr. Dale said the complaint con-
tained “an unsubstantiated confes-
sion by my client.”

“It is just an idle boast by my
client” he said of Mr. Jeffries’ re-
marks to the undercover FBI agent.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Rhonda
Fields requested that Mr. Jeffries be
held without bond because the maxi-
mum sentence he could receive was
life in prison and, thus, he might flee.

But she was asked by the court to
amend the complaint to reflect
charges that top-secret material was
passed to the Soviets and that the
material could cause damage to U.S.
national security.

After a short recess, prosecutors
stated that the original complaint

should not be changed because it
charged Mr. Jeffries “had delivered
to [the Soviets] portions of doc-
uments, one of which was top se-
cret”

The magistrate described an FBI
affidavit attached to the complaint
as “about as thin an affidavit as has
been seen recent years,’ but ordered
Mr. Jeffries held another 24 hours
until prosecutors could file a com-
plaint “with a lot more meat.”

Outside the federal courthouse,
Mr. Dale told reporters Mr. Jeffries
“denies the charges.”

“There was no attempt to deliver
and no delivery” of defense secrets,
Mr. Dale said.

In a related development, Steven
Ross, House of Representatives le-
gal adviser, told reporters outside
the courthouse that the House
Clerk’s office has begun a review of
security clearance procedures for
reporting on closed House sessions.

Six staff members of the House
Clerk’s office have been cleared by
the Pentagon to transcribe closed
House hearings and that in some
cases firms outside Congress can
bid for work when there is an over-
load, he said.

Mr. Ross said “three or four” com-
panies of eight to 10 reporting com-
panies have been cleared by the
Defense Department to handle tran-
scriptions of closed hearings. The
Defense Department conducts
background checks of individuals
and examines facilities of outside
companies that handle secret mate-
rial, he said.
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